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The AXA Group signs the UNEP FI Principles for 
Sustainable Insurance, officially launched in Rio 
 

 A common framework with principles integrating environmental, social 
and governance criteria into the insurance business 

 27 international insurers signatories 
 
 
The AXA Group pursues its commitment to Corporate Responsibility by signing the 
Principles for Sustainable Insurance (PSI), officially launched in Rio de Janeiro on the 19th of 
June, in parallel of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development Rio+20. 
 
Following more than six years of work from the UN Environment Programme’s Finance 
Initiative (UNEP FI) and the insurance industry, the signatories of these principles commit to 
integrating environmental, social and governance criteria into their business and their 
stakeholder relationships: 
 

 Principle 1: “We will embed in our decision-making environmental, social and 
governance issues relevant to our insurance business.” 

 
 Principle 2: “We will work together with our clients and business partners to raise 
awareness of environmental, social and governance issues, manage risk and 
develop solutions.” 

 
 Principle 3: “We will work together with governments, regulators and other key 
stakeholders to promote widespread action across society on environmental, social 
and governance issues.” 

 
 Principle 4: “We will demonstrate accountability and transparency in regularly 
disclosing publicly our progress in implementing the Principles.” 

 
Learn more about these principles at www.unepfi.org/psi 

 
The AXA Group has since the beginning been strongly involved in the design of these 
principles with the UNEP FI, and was notably Chair of the working group from 2006 until 
2010. 
 
Commenting AXA’s decision to become a signatory, Henri de Castries, Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of AXA said: 
“As an insurer, our business is to protect people over the long term; we therefore have a 
responsibility to leverage our skills to help build a stronger and safer society. I am very proud 
the AXA Group is signing the Principles for Sustainable Insurance. I believe that by 
integrating environmental, social, and governance issues into decision-making across the 
insurance value chain, we will contribute to a more sustainable insurance industry. This is 
another step for us in our engagement towards corporate responsibility, but also a call for 



 

action for the coming years. I am convinced that, with these Principles, we will better serve 
our clients and society as a whole”. 
 
To watch Henri de Castries’ speech about the PSI: 
http://www.axa.com/en/news/2012/principles_sustainable_insurance.aspx 
 
 
Alice Steenland, Corporate Responsibility Director of AXA, said: 
“We are delighted by this industry initiative which gives strong guidelines for the emergence 
of a more responsible insurance industry and will accelerate the implementation of our 
engagements. We have already taken some concrete measures, such as the development of 
a green product offer or the integration of corporate responsibility criteria in new contracts 
with suppliers. We are determined to go further in these commitments together with our 
peers.” 
 
The signing of these principles is in line with the AXA Group’s global Corporate 
Responsibility Strategy.  
 
As a responsible corporate citizen, AXA strives to play a positive role in society by helping to 
better understand the risks faced by individuals and society at large.  
 
This commitment also includes philanthropy initiatives, amongst which: 

- A partnership with the NGO CARE on both research and education projects which 
aim to help vulnerable populations’ better face climate risks. A website dedicated to 
an international research project, on changing rainfall patterns and their impact on 
vulnerable people regarding food security and migration, will be launched during 
Rio+20 (http://www.wheretherainfalls.org). The outcome of this study will be released 
at Doha, in Qatar, during the COP 18 summit, at the end of 2012. 

- The AXA Research Fund, which supports 300 researchers throughout the world, 
contributes to understanding and preventing environmental, life, and socio-economic 
risks. The Fund is endowed with a five-year budget of €100 million.  

- The launch of an online social game “Forward+50” during Rio+20, which aims to 
raise the general public’s awareness of the challenges linked to taking collective 
decisions to mitigate climate change impacts over the long term. The game will 
simulate this impact on the city of Rio 50 years from now 
(http://www.forwardplus50.com). 

 
 
To learn more about AXA’s Corporate Responsibility: http://www.axa.com/en/responsibility/strategy-
commitments/ 
 
About the AXA Group 
The AXA Group is a worldwide leader in insurance and asset management, with 163,000 employees 
serving 101 million clients in 57 countries. In 2011, IFRS revenues amounted to Euro 86.1 billion and 
IFRS underlying earnings to Euro 3.9 billion. AXA had Euro 1,065 billion in assets under management 
as of December 31, 2011. 
The AXA ordinary share is listed on compartment A of Euronext Paris under the ticker symbol CS (ISN 
FR 0000120628 – Bloomberg: CS FP – Reuters: AXAF.PA). AXA’s American Depository Share is also 
quoted on the OTC QX platform under the ticker symbol AXAHY. 
The AXA Group is included in the main international SRI indexes, such as Dow Jones Sustainability 
Index (DJSI) and FTSE4GOOD, and is a founding member of the UN Environment Programme’s 
Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) Principles for Sustainable Insurance. 
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IMPORTANT LEGAL INFORMATION AND CAUTIONARY STATEMENTS CONCERNING FORWARD-
LOOKING STATEMENTS 
Certain statements contained herein are forward-looking statements including, but not limited to, statements that 
are predictions of or indicate future events, trends, plans or objectives. Undue reliance should not be placed on 
such statements because, by their nature, they are subject to known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Please 
refer to the section “Cautionary statements” in page 2 of AXA’s Document de Référence for the year ended 
December 31, 2011, for a description of certain important factors, risks and uncertainties that may affect AXA’s 
business. AXA undertakes no obligation to publicly update or revise any of these forward-looking statements, 
whether to reflect new information, future events or circumstances or otherwise. 


