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AXA and CARE team up for risk prevention education 
 

 
The AXA Group is joining with CARE, the international humanitarian NGO, to help vulnerable 
populations better prepare for climate-related risks.  
  
This three-year partnership is part of a global corporate philanthropy program initiated by AXA to 
promote risk prevention and education in social, financial and environmental fields. 
 
AXA and CARE have chosen to work together in two areas: 
 

- Where the Rain Falls, an international research project, which will be conducted with the 
United Nations University in four countries, including India and Thailand. It aims first at better 
understanding the impacts that changes in rainfall patterns have on vulnerable people 
regarding food insecurity and migration, and then helping them address these challenges 
through adaptation projects. 

 
- Programs aimed at raising awareness on natural disaster prevention, targeting communities 

that are particularly exposed to this type of risks in emerging countries. These projects, whose 
objective is to reduce the human and economic impacts of such disasters, will be implemented 
in Vietnam, the Philippines and Madagascar. 

 
Work in both areas began in early 2011. AXA Group’s employees will have the opportunity to actively 
take part in this partnership, mainly by putting their skills at the disposal of these communities and 
taking part in Corporate Responsibility International Week events to be held in June in the countries 
where AXA operates. 
 
Henri de Castries, Chairman and CEO of AXA, said: 
“The natural disasters that have recently shaken the world have demonstrated how important risk 
prevention is to help reduce such tragic consequences. Our business as an insurer has given us 
knowledge and expertise in risk management. We wish to share the benefit of this know-how with 
society, because a better understanding of risks makes it easier to manage and address those risks.   
I am delighted with the CARE partnership, which involves the active participation of AXA’s employees 
who will have the opportunity to make good use of their skills and enthusiasm for our risk prevention 
training programs.” 
 
Alice Steenland, Corporate Responsibility Director of AXA, said:                                                                               
“Through this partnership with CARE, we decided to expand the AXA Group’s role in society. The 
initiatives we selected aim to reduce the economic and human impact of natural disasters on 
communities in at-risk countries. According to the United Nations, only four percent of the 10 billion 
dollars invested in humanitarian aid worldwide are currently dedicated to prevention. And yet, as 
shown by the experience of countries such as China, who spent 3.15 billion dollars between 1960 and 
2000 to reduce the impact of floods and avoided an estimated 12-billion-dollar loss, according to a 
United Nations study1, investing in risk reduction curbs economic loss in the event of a disaster.” 
 
 

                                                 
1 Millennium Development Goals Report 2010 
 



 

Arielle de Rothschild, Chairman of CARE France, said: 
“Millions of people in the world live in situations of chronic vulnerability and insecurity which mean they 
remain trapped in poverty. Climate change is an increasingly important facet of this vulnerability and 
disproportionately affects the poorest. This innovative partnership with AXA will benefit from CARE 
International’s expertise and commitment in working toward a better anticipation of the risks that 
threaten the most vulnerable communities, finding concrete solutions and moving the debate forward 
with decision-makers.” 
 
Dr. Charles Ehrhart, Chief Climate Change Advisor, CARE International, Hanoi, said: 
“Climate change is fundamentally altering the risks faced by vulnerable communities around the world. 
Last year’s droughts, floods and heat waves contributed to the current spike in food prices. Although 
events such as these pose an obvious, growing threat, changing rainfall patterns – such as shortened, 
delayed and less predictable rainy seasons – may prove an even greater threat to global food security. 
As the livelihoods of small farmers become more precarious, those with limited capacity to adapt may 
have to move in search of alternatives. Studies like 'Where the Rain Falls' are needed for us to better 
understand the implications this may have for development and stability, and to take action to help 
local populations to prepare for these risks.”  
 
 
 
About the AXA Group’s corporate philanthropy 
AXA’s commitment to corporate philanthropy is an integral part of the Group’s corporate responsibility 
policy, whose flagship is on risk research and education.  
This commitment includes three key initiatives: 

- Volunteer work, carried out through the AXA Hearts in Action international solidarity 
organization for 20 years. In 2010, over 23,000 employees volunteered in over 6,000 charity 
projects around the world. 

- Scientific philanthropy, through the AXA Research Fund, which is endowed with a five-year 
budget of €100 million. 

- Risk prevention and education, in particular through the partnership with CARE, an 
international humanitarian NGO. 

 
For more information: http://www.axa.com/en/responsibility/strategy-commitments/ 
 
About AXA 
AXA Group is a worldwide leader in insurance and asset management, with 214,000 employees 
serving 95 million clients. In 2010, IFRS revenues amounted to Euro 91 billion and IFRS underlying 
earnings to Euro 3.9 billion. 
AXA had Euro 1,104 billion in assets under management as of December 31, 2010. 
The AXA ordinary share is listed on compartment A of Euronext Paris under the ticker symbol CS (ISN 
FR 0000120628 – Bloomberg: CS FP – Reuters: AXAF.PA). AXA’s American Depository Shares are 
also quoted on the OTC QX platform under the ticker symbol AXAHY. 
The Group is included in the main international SRI indexes, such as Dow Jones Sustainability Index 
(DJSI) and FTSE4GOOD. 
 
About CARE 
A leading non-political and non-sectarian aid organization, CARE is one the largest humanitarian 
global networks. CARE manages projects for and with women who are the main victims of poverty in 
the world. Every year, CARE provides assistance to nearly 55 million people in more than 70 
countries. 
In emergency relief or in long-term assistance situations, CARE addresses underlying causes of 
poverty towards sustainable development, mostly by way of programs based on microfinance, 
education, AIDS relief, food security and drinking water.  The success and durability of CARE’s actions 
rely upon the involvement of recipient communities at every stage of the project implementation and 
here, once again, the role of women is crucial. For more information, please visit: www.carefrance.org  
 

This press release is available on the AXA Group website: www.axa.com 
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