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ROUND TABLE - Climate change: ever faster, ever 
stronger? 
 

Prof. Uwe ULBRICH  
Professor at the Institut für Meteorologie, Freie Universität 
Berlin, Germany  
Principal Investigator of the AXA-funded project, “Large-Scale 
European Flooding under Climate Change: Meteorological and 
hydrological conditions translated to economic loss (EuFloLoss)” 

 
Prof. Ulbrich is professor of Meteorology and vice dean for research of the faculty 
of Geosciences at Freie Universität Berlin. The understanding of observed and 
simulated large-scale physical processes and extreme events are foci of his 
scientific interests. Scientific work ranges from the diagnosis of large-scale 
variability patterns and weather regimes on the Northern Hemisphere, over 
cyclones and storm tracks, to the causes of meteorological extreme events and 
their impacts. Prof. Ulbrich serves on the scientific boards of the German 
Committee for Disaster Reduction and the Research Forum on Public Safety and 
Security. Since 2013, he is an executive editor of the journal, Natural Hazards 
and Earth System Sciences. 

 
 

 
David CADOUX  
Group Risk Management, AXA 

 
David Cadoux is Chief Risk Officer for the Property & Casualty 
Group at AXA, where he notably coordinates the modeling of 
natural catastrophes. Prior to joining AXA, he held a number of 
senior positions, including Head of the Executive Office at Swiss 

Re and Deputy Managing Director of Swiss Re Frankona in Paris. He has also 
held actuarial roles at AXA, SCOR, Towers Watson and 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers. He is a member of the Board of PERILS, a pan-
European company providing insurance exposure and loss data associated with 
natural catastrophes. 
 

  



 

ROUND TABLE - Researchers, enlighteners of the public 
debate 
 

Dr. François TADDEI  
Director of the Center for Research and Interdisciplinarity in 
Paris, France  
AXA-Paris Descartes Chair Holder: “A systems approach to 
individual differences in longevity“ 

 
François Taddei heads the Evolutionary Systems Biology team at 

a unit of the French National Institute of Health & Medical Research (INSERM) of 
Paris-Descartes University’s Medical School. He pioneered the study of aging in 
the E. coli bacteria and is trying to unravel its mechanisms using microfluidics 
and systems biology approaches. Passionate about education, over the last 
seven years, he has created the CRI (Center for Research and 
Interdisciplinarity), dedicated to fostering the new generation of scientists working 
at the interfaces in the heart of Paris. 
 
 

Godefroy BEAUVALLET  
Head of the AXA Research Fund 

 
Godefroy Beauvallet graduated from Ecole Polytechnique in 1994 
and from Telecom ParisTech in 1997 in France. He began his 
career as an IT Project Manager with Gemplus, then became 
Associate Banker for the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD). He joined the French Industry Ministry in 

1997. Between 2000 and 2002, he was Adviser to the Minister for Public Service 
and State Reform, Michel Sapin. In 2002, he became Assistant Professor and 
Team Manager at Telecom ParisTech. In 2007, he was named Chief Financial 
Officer and Deputy CEO of Institut Telecom, a group of six French engineering 
and management schools specialized in IT. Godefroy is the author of several 
books and many scientific papers about the use of digital groupware tools in 
project management and lean management. In 2012, he was appointed Vice 
President of the French National Council on Digital Technologies (CNNum). He 
has been Head of the AXA Research Fund since 2011. 
 

  



Round Table Moderator 
 
 

Aurelie A. VINCENT  
Founder and CEO of Embody Agency 

 
Aurelie is an executive coach and works for international 
groups and conferences as an event advisor, public 
speaking coach and Master of Ceremony. In France, the 

US and the Middle East she builds speakers’ confidence, strengthens their 
persuasive powers, makes their messaging compelling and enhances their talent. 
 
Aurelie A. VINCENT is the Executive Producer & Curator of FailCon Paris: “How 
to leverage failures in order to succeed?” In addition, she operates in Dubai, 
Morocco, Greece, India. She is also part of the TEDx community and regularly 
attends TED conferences 
 

 


