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Paris, January 12th, 2023 

 

AXA renews the mandate of the AXA Research 
Fund for five years 

 
 

AXA announced today that it has renewed for five years the mandate of the AXA Research Fund, one of the largest 

scientific philanthropy initiatives in the private sector.  

During this new mandate, the objectives of the AXA Research Fund will be  to reinforce the transdisciplinary 

exploration of emerging risks, to consolidate the links between academic experts, industry and the public sector 

around major societal issues and to launch innovative formats for the dissemination of scientific knowledge.  

With a total budget of €250 million since its launch in 2007, the AXA Research Fund has forged partnerships with 

more than 334 academic institutions in 38 countries and has supported 708 projects led by researchers of 60 

nationalities, 42% of whom are women.  

279 projects funded by the AXA Research Fund focus on health issues, such as data driven diabetes treatment 

(University of Edinburgh), 242 centre on climate and environmental subjects like the protection of biodiversity 

for coastal resilience (University of California, Santa Cruz) while 187 programmes explor e socio-economic 

questions such as the effects of the energy transition (Paris School of Economics). 

“We are very pleased to renew the mandate of the AXA Research Fund, one of our largest philanthropic 

commitments. By funding projects related to the preservation of our planet, the improvement of health and the 

stability of our economies and societies, we are fully implementing our purpose: Act for human progress by 

protecting what matters”, said Thomas Buberl, CEO of AXA. 

“Since 2007, our support for research has helped advance scientific knowledge and its dissemination in society. It 

has also helped the scientific community to work and provide ever more effective and concrete solutions to the 

major challenges of our time, such as climate change”, said Ulrike Decoene, Group Chief Communications, Brand 

and Sustainability Officer of AXA. 

Professor Debra Roberts appointed President of the Scientific Board of the AXA Research Fund 

AXA also announces today the appointment of Professor Debra Roberts as President of the Scientific Board of 

the AXA Research Fund. Prof. Roberts heads the Sustainable and Resilient City Initiatives function in eThekwini 

Municipality (Durban, South Africa). In 2015, Prof. Roberts was elected as Co-Chair of Working Group II (Impacts, 

Adaptation and Vulnerability) of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change for the sixth assessment cycle 

(2015-2023). Over her 30 years in local government she has been responsible for a diverse range of portfolios 
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including: sustainable development, environmental management, biodiversity planning and management, 

climate change adaptation and resilience. She succeeds Professor Thomas Kirkwood.  

“I would like to warmly thank Prof. Kirkwood for his major contribution to the work of the Scientific Board over the 

past 10 years. I am delighted to welcome Prof. Roberts as our new President. Her extensive experience in connecting 

science with decision-making and public action in the field of climate change will be particularly useful in guiding 

the Fund during this new mandate”, said Marie Bogataj, Head of AXA Research Fund & Group Foresight. 

 
 

ABOUT THE AXA GROUP 

The AXA Group is a worldwide leader in insurance and asset management, with 149,000 
employees serving 95 million clients in 50 countries. In 2021, IFRS revenues amounted to Euro 

99.9 billion and underlying earnings to Euro 6.8 billion. AXA had Euro 1,051 billion in assets 
under management as of December 31, 2021.  

 
The AXA ordinary share is listed on compartment A of Euronext Paris under the ticker symbol 

CS (ISN FR 0000120628 – Bloomberg: CS FP – Reuters: AXAF.PA). AXA’s American Depository 

Share is also quoted on the OTC QX platform under the ticker symbol AXAHY.  
 

The AXA Group is included in the main international SRI indexes, such as Dow Jones 
Sustainability Index (DJSI) and FTSE4GOOD.  

 
It is a founding member of the UN Environment Programme’s Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) 

Principles for Sustainable Insurance and a signatory of the UN Principles for Responsible 

Investment.  

 

This press release and the regulated information made public by AXA pursuant to article L. 451-
1-2 of the French Monetary and Financial Code and articles 222-1 et seq. of the Autorité des 

marchés financiers’ General Regulation are available on the AXA Group website (axa.com).  
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Investor Relations:                                   +33.1.40.75.48.42 
anu.venkataraman@axa.com   

remi.dousteyssier@axa.com  
mikael.malaganne@axa.com  

anna.alemaskina@axa.com 
michael.safi@axa.com  

 

Individual Shareholder Relations: +33.1.40.75.48.43 
 

Media Relations:                                       +33.1.40.75.46.74  
julien.parot@axa.com                                                

alexiana.cirier@axa.com 
baptiste.denis@axa.com 

 

Corporate Responsibility strategy:  
axa.com/en/about-us/strategy-commitments 
SRI ratings:  

axa.com/en/investor/sri-ratings-ethical-indexes 
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